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Citing Openly Licensed Images & Where to Find Openly Licensed Images 

 

Unless you have purchased an image, are using one of your own images from your personal library, or 

are using clip art, you must cite the source of that image.  

Creative Commons images are a great option to use because they are openly licensed, but those 

images need to be cited in a certain way.  

Suppose the URL for that image is this:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-

7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-

aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-

9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-

ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi 

This URL is long and cumbersome. If you wanted to include that image in your course, you would cite it 

as such: 

Dinner for two by DaiLuo licensed under CC by 2.0 

1. The first hyperlink connects the title of the image to the URL of the image itself.  

2. The second hyperlink is connected to the profile page of the author/creator. 

3. The third hyperlink is connected to the Creative Commons page for the license type that the 

author selected for his work.  

On Flickr, you can find the license type by clicking on the text that says “Some rights reserved,” which 

you will find to the right and below the image:   

 

You can find openly licensed images by searching through these search engines: 

 Flickr  - Be sure to select the Creative Commons option before searching! Use for photos or 

videos. 

 Wikimedia Commons  - Large collection of public domain and Creative Commons images, 

sounds, maps, and other media. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/5330922266/in/photolist-985nsS-aGXsm4-9hz9ii-9hCeV1-7ywDuL-doypMz-ecrPSv-mPB5Ha-4h3psP-6Wu828-6Wu98t-6Wy4Hw-bu1QMT-aNosxg-hytp8y-aGXvtV-7rhmyu-9wnBzL-cksv6N-dVoUAy-9tYwTq-bUWqhD-982CaP-6Wyd5s-5nqe9r-6Wy9Jo-eEQK1P-9V373W-oaXYH7-emBKg3-nKYMe3-bE8UCX-ocqkn4-6WyczU-9C1AEa-obhBF1-4h7rdE-dQQpZp-4h7rqS-ntwXiq-7rdr4T-ntwVbQ-6Wy73o-nHYYKy-6bWHv-6Wy7Wj-dVoU3b-59Dwyp-76Kyke-nMNBJi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailuo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.flickr.com/search/advanced/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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 Wikipedia: Public domain image 

resources http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Public_domain_image_resources 

 Pixabay - Huge variety of public domain images. Warning: the first row of images in any search 

are sponsored results from Shutterstock and are not in the public domain. 

 The Morgue File - "Free images for your inspiration, reference and use in your creative work, be 

it commercial or not!" 

 Creative Commons Search - Portal for searching various sites for Creative Commons images, 

audio, video, and other media. Select a site to begin your search; your currently selected site 

will be highlighted in light blue. 

 Academic Search Premier - Be sure to click on the "image quick view types" (bottom left of 

screen) before searching. 

 The Internet Archive - A collection of images and sound 

 Library of Congress Collection - Produced by the Library of Congress and mostly free. Be sure to 

check the copyright statement before using. 

 Archival Research Catalog - National Archives Database of various governmental and historical 

images, videos, sound bites. Be sure to check each resource's copyright statement. 

 EveryStockPhoto - Royalty-free image aggregator; pulls from a number of sources, including 

stock xchng and Flickr. 

 FreeFoto.com - "FreeFoto.com is the largest collection of free photographs on the Internet (link 

back and attribution required)." 

 Free Images - The only drawback is you have to join this site first. 

 Google LIFE Photo Archive - Images with copyright restrictions will have a note on the actual 

image.  

 Copyright-Friendly and Copyleft http://copyrightfriendly.wikispaces.com/ 

 Where To Find Public Domain Images (Resources) http://www.pdimages.com/pdlist.htm  

 30+ Places To Find Creative Commons Media http://www.sitepoint.com/30-creative-commons-

sources/ 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Public_domain_image_resources
http://pixabay.com/
http://www.morguefile.com/
http://search.creativecommons.org/
https://ezproxy.butler.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.asp?profile=ehost&defaultdb=aph
http://www.archive.org/index.php
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/
http://www.everystockphoto.com/
http://www.freefoto.com/index.jsp
http://www.freeimages.co.uk/index.htm
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://copyrightfriendly.wikispaces.com/
http://www.pdimages.com/pdlist.htm
http://www.sitepoint.com/30-creative-commons-sources/
http://www.sitepoint.com/30-creative-commons-sources/

